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Grimes Meeting March 27, 2024 
Grimes Community Complex, 410 SE Main Street, Room 203   

MEETING RULES: 
Every member of the public and every Board member desiring to speak shall address the presiding 
officer, and upon recognition by the presiding offices, shall confine comments to the question under 
debate, avoiding all indecorous language and references to personalities and abiding by the following 
rules of civil debate. 
  

AGENDA ITEMS 

 1. Call to Order 
 2. Roll Call 
 3. Approval of the Agenda 
 4. Approval of the Previous Minutes 
 A. Approval of Minutes from February 28,2024 Meeting 

PUBLIC FORUM 
“People wishing to address the Board need to sign up on the sheet which has been 
provided on the table near the door. Each person will be allowed three minutes from the 
podium and may address with no more than two issues per Grimes Rules of Procedure 
for Conduct of City Business – May 2005.” 

PUBLIC AND PARK BOARD AGENDA ITEMS 

 1. Code of Ordinances Chapter 13-4 Community Recreation Areas 
 2. Splash Pad Policy/Rules 
 3. Farmers Markt Agreement 
 4. Military Public Art 
 5. Dog Park Discussion 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

 1. Presidents Report 
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 2. City Staff Report 
 3. Council Liaison Update 

ADJOURNMENT 
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1February 28, 2024

ROLL CALL 
Junge called the meeting to order at 5:42 pm on February 28, 2024
Present – Ross Junge, James Abens and Shane Smith.

GENERAL ITEMS
Approval of February Meeting Agenda-Motion by Abens, Second by Smith. Motion passed.
Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 10, 2024-Motion by Smith, Second by Abens. 
Motion passed.

PUBLIC FORUM
No public forum.

AGENDA ITEMS
A. Farmers Market Proposal:

Grimes Farmers Market organizers Matt Bennett and Karena Cruse gave a presentation 
on the upcoming 2024 season plans, as well as sharing some statistics from last year’s 
season.

B. Splash Pad Update:
Parks and Recreation Youth Program Coordinator Dylan Sloan gave an update on 
opening the Splash Pad for the season. 

C. Open Positions:
Sports Facilities Operations Manager Alex Miller shared information about several open 
positions for the GrimesPlex, including seasonal and part-time positions.

D. Dog Park Discussion:
Parks and Recreation Director Brian Becker discussed some potential sites for a future 
dog park.

.

BOARD DISCUSSION
1. President’s Report
2. City Staff Report
3. Council Liaison Report

ADJOURN
Adjourned at 6:23 pm.
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13-4 Community Recreation Areas
Contents:
13-4-1 Purpose
13-4-2 Dedication of Land
13-4-3 Determination of Land to be Dedicated
13-4-4 Determination of Amount of Land
13-4-5 Definitions
13-4-5 Alternative Means of Dedication of Land; Master Agreement
13-4-6 Parks and Recreation Board Review
13-4-7 Site Improvements
13-4-8 Fee Lieu of Dedication
13-4-9 Credits
13-4-10 Exemptions and Applicability
13-4-11 Separate Account

13-4-1 Purpose
This chapter is enacted to ensure land is adequately located and preserved so that the park system can
accommodate future growth of the community and provide enjoyment for the public.

13-4-2 Dedication of Land
Within the corporate limits of the city, the developer shall provide and dedicate to the public adequate land to
provide for community recreation needs of the development and the public benefits associated with community
recreation areas. The dedication of land to the city shall be accomplished by the developer providing a properly
executed warranty deed conveying the required land to the city without cost to the city.

13-4-3 Determination of Land to be Dedicated
In the design of the plat of a subdivision, planned unit development or site plan for development,
consideration shall be given to ensure adequate provision of community recreation areas in correlation with the
following:

13-4-4 Determination of Amount of Land
During the review of the subdivision plat, planned unit development, or site plan, staff shall determine and
indicate to the applicant, the amount of land to be provided for community recreation areas. The amount of
land to be provided for community recreation areas shall be determined based upon projected population of
the residential land shown on the preliminary plat or site plan. The projected population of residential land
shall be calculated as follows:

The Grimes Comprehensive Plan1.
The Grimes Parks and Trails Master Plan2.
Neighborhood Area Plan3.
The topography, geology, access, and location of land in the subdivision which are suitable for the
development of neighborhood and community parks or greenways.

4.

The availability and access to public utilities and transportation networks.5.
Visibility of land from public streets.6.
The size and shape of the subject property and land available for dedication.7.
The location of existing or proposed park sites and greenway trails.8.

For single-family residences: 3.0 persons per household.1.
For townhome and mobile home residences: 2 persons per household.2.
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The per capita parkland dedication requirement shall be six and one half (6.5) acres per one thousand (1,000)
residents or 0.00650 acre per resident. The minimum dedication shall be four (4) acres. For purposes of
illustration, if a development is projected to contain three hundred (300) single-family residences, the
projected population for the development is nine hundred (900) persons. The amount of land dedicated for
parkland would be calculated as 0.00650 acre per resident multiplied by nine hundred (900) projected
residents equals 5.85 acres.

13-4-5 Alternative Means of Dedication of Land; Master Agreement
If the land to be developed is a part of a larger area being developed by a single developer or by a group of
developers,  the developer(s) may enter into a written agreement with the city providing for the dedication of
the land relating to the present development in a future subdivision plat, which land shall be dedicated for
community recreation areas serving the larger area under development by the developer(s).  The written
agreement between the city and the developer(s) shall establish the timetable for the dedication of the land by
the developer(s). The amount of land dedicated and the method of dedication shall be in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

13-4-6 Parks and Recreation Board Review
Prior to the consideration and approval of the plat of a subdivision, planned unit development, or site plan for
development by the City Council, the Parks and Recreation Board shall review the community recreation
proposal and make a recommendation. The provided recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for
reference in their own respective consideration process. 

13-4-7 Site Improvements
In addition to the dedication of land, this chapter requires the provision of initial development for community
recreation areas. The following will be required of any development adjacent to a community recreation area:
Reasonable improvements and access to the land dedicated, utility connections, if determined necessary by
the City, and full street improvements  adjoining the land,  including  curbs, gutters, street paving, sidewalks
adjoining streets, and traffic control devices. On-site improvements including grading and seeding shall be
required. 

13-4-8 Fee Lieu of Dedication
If the City determines that a dedication of land is not feasible or practical within a new development, the
developer shall have the option to voluntarily provide a fee to the City, consistent with the value of the land
normally required to be dedicated to the City.

13-4-9 Credits
In certain circumstances, credits to the total parkland dedication may be applied if determined to be eligible.
The following options are provided below; however, the City Council may consider additional credits in certain
unique circumstances that may not be contemplated by this chapter. 

For multi-family residences: 1.75 persons per household. 3.

The City shall first determine the amount of land that would be required to be dedicated in accordance
with section 13-4-5.

1.

The fee in lieu of said land dedication shall be determined annually by the adoption of land values within
the City fee schedule. If the land values do not reflect the current fair and reasonable value of the land,
the fair value of said land may be determined by an impartial appraisal, and in such manner as may be
designated by the City Council, cost for said appraisal to be shared equally between developer and city.

2.

Any such fee shall be deposited and used only in full accord with section 13-4-1.3.

Private Recreation Areas.  If a proposed plat of a subdivision, planned unit development, or site plan for
development includes private recreation areas, a credit up to twenty-five (25) percent of the community
recreation area land dedication requirement prescribed by this chapter may be considered. In order to be
considered eligible, the private recreation areas must be available without rental charges to all residents
within the private development. At the time of approval, the developer shall enter into a Private
Recreation Agreement with the City. 

1.
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13-4-10 Exemptions and Applicability

13-4-11 Separate Account

Greenway Credits.   If a greenway is to be located within the land to be dedicated, the Developer may
request the area covered by the greenway to be included in the total amount of land required to be
dedicated up to twenty-five (25) percent of the total required parkland dedication for the development.
In order for a greenway to be determined eligible, the developer shall design and construct a trail
through the greenway to connect to the existing park or trail system or to future planned parks or trails.

2.

Applicability to Land Zoned Planned Unit Development (PUD): Land zoned R-4 (PUD) may include
residential uses, neighborhood commercial uses and neighborhood office uses which encourage the more
efficient use of land through the incorporation of both public and private open spaces to accent and
enhance both the architectural and natural features of a development and provide for natural stormwater
management systems. A development plan and development agreement are required for all PUD
districts. The city and the developer of land zoned PUD shall address and satisfy the private and public
open space and community  recreation area requirements in the development agreement.  All PUD
districts shall comply with the intent and purpose of this chapter; however, the application of the
standards to PUD zoning districts may be more flexible in order to create equivalent recreational facilities
while accommodating the mixed uses present in such developments.

1.

Exemptions. The following shall be exempted from the requirements of this chapter.2.
Existing developments which are presently constructed.A.
The construction of accessory buildings or structures.B.
The replacement of a destroyed or partially destroyed building or structure with a new building or
structure of the same size and use.

C.

Alterations or expansion of an existing building where no additional residential units are created and
where the use is not changing.

D.

The installation of a replacement mobile or manufactured home.E.
The construction of any non-residential building or structure or the installation of a non-residential
mobile  or manufactured home.

F.

Developments that have received City approvals but have not yet started or completed construction.G.
Assisted living facilities and independent living facilities which are licensed by the State of IowaH.

Any fees or other funds that are collected by the city for the purpose of satisfying the requirements of
this chapter shall be deposited in a separate account, and shall be used only to acquire or develop new
public parks, open spaces or park infrastructure that most-directly benefits the residential development
from which the funds were obtained, and as shall be approved, ordered and directed by the City Council.
The City Council may, at its sole discretion, request or direct the Parks and Recreation Board to make a
recommendation for the expenditure of said funds.

1.

Any and all interest accumulated from such funds shall accrue to the separate account, and shall be used
only for acquisition and development of public parks and open spaces in the same manner as the funds
that generated the interest to the extent practical, but in all cases to provide additional public parks,
open space and park infrastructure that will serve and benefit the residents of the developments that
provided such funds.

2.

No such funds or accumulated interest shall be used to replace, repair or maintain any park
infrastructure that exists or did exist at any prior time, or otherwise finds that expenditure of such
funds or interest to re-establish the previously existing infrastructure does in fact thereby constitute
and provide new and additional recreational opportunities and services to the residents of a new
development from which such funds or interest were generated.

 3.
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Prepared by: Evann Martin, Senior Planner  

Return to: Evann Martin, Senior Planner  

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

Meeting Date: 03/27/2024 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  

Code of Ordinances Chapter 13-4 Community Recreation Areas 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Staff has developed a new chapter within the Code of Ordinances regarding dedication of parkland 

for community recreation areas. The ordinance outlines the amount of land required based on 

residential population and minimum required site improvements for land to be dedicated, such as 

street improvements, utilities, and sidewalks. 

 

 

BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS: N/A 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING: 

Prioritized: Yes 

 

*High-Performing Organization/Exception Professional Services_______ 

*Great Place to Live/Expanded Quality of Life Amenities __X___ 

*Dynamic Town/Strong Sense of Community ______ 

*More Beautiful/Vibrant Community __X____ 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):  N/A 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   

Staff recommends approval. 

 

RESPONSIBLE STAFF/CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Evann Martin 

Senior Planner 

emartin@grimesiowa.gov 

515-986-4050 
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SPLASH PAD RULES

• All persons using the splash pad do so at their own risk
• All children must be under adult supervision
• Running and rough play are prohibited
• No food, beverages or glass containers are allowed in the splash pad
• No animals allowed, except for service animals.
• No rollerblades, skateboards, scooters or bicycles are allowed
• Wheeled vehicles are not allowed, except for strollers, 

wheelchairs/walkers
• During inclement weather the splash pad will be closed
• Do not climb or hang on water features (trees, cannons, rock waterfall 

etc.) 
• Please dispose of all trash in trash receptacles
• No tobacco allowed inside city park boundaries 
• Please vacate the area when conditions call for thunder or lightning
• The splash pad may be closed at any time due to routine 

maintenance
• Grimes Parks and Recreation is not responsible for lost or stolen 

items
• Do not drink the splash pad water
• Footwear is recommended
• Swimsuits and/or appropriate attire must be worn at all times
• Do not use the splash pad if you are sick or have cuts or other skin 

irritations
• Regular diapers are not allowed in the water. Toddlers must wear 

swim diapers with plastic/rubber diaper covers
• The splash pad is for recreation purposes, not for bathing. No soap, 

detergents, or shampoos allowed
• Pool toys, floats, and other athletic equipment are not allowed in the 

splash pad area
• Violation of these rules can result in temporary or permanent 

suspension of splash pad use
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