PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY ADVISORY BOARD
Grimes City Hall – council chambers
101 NE Harvey St. Grimes, Iowa 50111

Meeting Minutes of March 3, 2022
The regular meeting of the Grimes Public Health and Safety Advisory Board was called to order by Chair Grove at 5:30 pm on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at the Grimes City Hall.  

Roll Call – Present: Chair Michael Grove, Kathy Leinenkugel, Ryan Larson
Polk County Sheriff’s Office: Lt. Todd Galetich 
Fire Department: Chief Jim Clark
Council Liaison: Laurie DePhillips
City of Grimes Public Works: none

Approval of Agenda: Motion was made by Clark and seconded by Leinenkugel to approve the agenda. Motion passes.

Approval of minutes:  Motion was made by Grove and seconded by Galetich to approve the minutes for the February 2022 meeting. Motion passes.

Discussion Items:
Fire Department Report:
A report for February was submitted by Johnston-Grimes Metropolitan Fire Department Chief Jim Clark and is attached. Calls in February decreased to 269 from 300 in January. 

The 2021 FD Annual Report has been completed and can be found on the webpage http://www.jgmfd.com/ under Annual Reports. Total call volume for the JGMFD was up 17% in 2021 over 2020. Emergency medical services (EMS) accounted for approximately 80% of the total run volume. 

Sheriff’s Report: 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office representative Lt. Todd Galetich briefed the board on the call numbers and pertinent issues. A report of February calls is attached. There were 995 calls reported for February. 

Regarding the traffic concerns near Heritage Elementary, radar monitoring showed drivers often go 5-7 mph over the speed limit. PCSO will continue to monitor and enforce as needed.

Radar trailer/sign data update
Due to continuing computer problems, there was no radar monitoring data to review. A citizen observed a person speeding while texting in the NE Heritage area. 

Chair Grove will talk to Public Works regarding possible locations for monitoring traffic speeds. 

Old Business: 
Continuation of discussion regarding priorities for 2022. 
Chair Grove had a meeting with the City Administrator and the Mayor. At this time, they feel the Board is operating as desired and should continue in a similar manner.  

Board members recapped discussion from the February meeting for members who are new to the Board. There has been discussion regarding building a more visible Board presence at community events such as the fire department open house and pancake breakfast, Governors Days and July 4th celebrations. The purpose would be to raise awareness of the Board as a resource for concerns and to promote health and safety resources to the community. Chair Grove asks that anyone with thoughts or ideas email him or the Board members.

New Business:
The new Council Liaison Laurie DePhillips introduced herself. The City Council is having budget discussions and hearings to finalize the city budget in March. In future months, the Council will be reviewing the study that was done regarding fire department planning. 

Ryan Larson introduced himself as the newest appointee to the PHSAB. 

Grimes 2022 Governors Days will be June 9-11 and will be based at the Grimes South Sports Complex. More information is available at https://www.governorsdays.com/. 

The City has hired a new community relations person. It was suggested that she be invited to a future Board meeting.

Chief Clark mentioned that there is legislation being discussed that would eliminate home rule for certain codes, rolling them back to earlier state-adopted codes. Municipal fire departments and the fire marshals have expressed concerns that this could have a negative impact on safety codes that have been put in practice. 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 6:20 pm

Next Meeting: April 7, 2022

Draft minutes submitted by Kathy Leinenkugel, Board Secretary

Reports included below regarding calls for the fire department and law enforcement.
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