PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY ADVISORY BOARD
Grimes City Hall – council chambers
101 NE Harvey St. Grimes, Iowa 50111

Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2022
The regular meeting of the Grimes Public Health and Safety Advisory Board was called to order by Chair Grove at 5:30 pm on Thursday, June 2, 2022 at the Grimes City Hall.  

Roll Call – Present: Chair Michael Grove, Kathy Leinenkugel   Absent: Ryan Larson
Polk County Sheriff’s Office: Lt. Todd Galetich
Fire Department: Chief Jim Clark 
Council Liaison: Laurie DePhillips
City of Grimes Public Works: Dave Guthrie

Approval of Agenda: Motion was made by Leinenkugel and seconded by Grove to approve the agenda. Motion passes.

Approval of minutes:  Motion was made by Leinenkugel and seconded by Galetich to approve the minutes for the April 2022 meeting. Motion passes.
Motion was made by Galetich and seconded by Grove to approve the corrected minutes for the May 2022 meeting. Motion passes.

Discussion Items:
Fire Department Report:
A report for May was submitted by the Chief Clark and is attached. Calls in May were up at 323. 
Chief Clark commented that area all-volunteer departments are sometimes having a hard time responding to calls in their jurisdictions due to the unavailability of the volunteers.  
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Sheriff’s Report: 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office representative Lt. Todd Galetich reported. Due to a new call reporting system, the number of calls reported for Grimes was significantly down at 845 calls for May – Lt. Galetich will follow-up to determine how calls can accurately be reported going forward. 

Traffic enforcement near the schools has ended for the 2021-2022 school year and will resume in the fall. Chair Grove complimented the PCSO on how traffic was managed on Hwy 44 by the DC-G High School for graduation.

PCSO has been monitoring traffic issues in the Beaverbrooke Blvd and Heritage Dr areas and has seen some improvement. A member of that neighborhood voiced appreciation for the work being done by PCSO. Lt Galetich asked that when members of the public see issues such as illegal parking and driveways being blocked, they call PCSO with specifics to improve their ability to respond.

Speeds on NE and SE Gateway Dr continue to be monitored both by PCSO and radar. It was noted that there is not a southbound speed limit sign (25 mph) on NE Gateway Dr until about half way between Beaverbrooke Blvd (35 mph) and E 1st St (35 mph).
The Board had a brief discussion regarding Governors Days concerns, including the impact of the event moving from Waterworks Park to the South Sports Complex. No specific concerns were identified. 

As of June 13th, the 3-way T-intersection of N James St and NW/NE 27th St will be a 3-way stop (westbound 27th St did not have a stop sign at N James St.)

Radar trailer/sign data update
Chair Grove summarized the radar data available for monitoring on Gateway Dr over a 22 day period. The traffic speeds of approximately 49,000 northbound vehicles on SE Gateway Dr were pretty good, with most logged at 35 mph or less (posted speed is 25 mph). Southbound traffic on NE Gateway Dr. (north of E 1st St) showed 67% of 45,000 vehicles were traveling at 35 mph or higher (posted speed is 25 mph) with 5% going 45 mph or more. 

Future plan for placement of radar signs and trailer.
Radar monitoring will be adjusted to NB on NE Gateway and SB on SE Gateway.

Old Business: 
Update regarding Governors Days participation
Leinenkugel gave an update regarding plans to have a table representing the Board to raise awareness at the Grimes 2022 Governors Days. A brief summary will be provided at the July meeting.

New Business
DePhillips gave a brief update regarding street paving on SE Jacob St and plans for SE Trail Ridge Rd. There have been some concerns expressed by residents regarding the content of yard signs on private property. The City can only regulate if signs are on the public right-of-way. A pond fount will be restored due to requests from the public, although it is not required.

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 6:17 pm

Next Meeting: July 7, 2022

Draft minutes submitted by Kathy Leinenkugel, Board Secretary

Fire department report attached below.
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